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liations entailed by the recent Balkan War. In international relations Germany is'reduced to a day-by-day, almost a minute-by-minute policy of opportunism. Forced to defend, in Europe, a status quo based on the intolerable crime and egregious blunder of the Annexation of Alsace-Lorraine, when Italy makes war on Turkey, and upsets German prestige at Constantinople, Germany's one hope is to revive Crispianism, to pit France against Italy, and in general to evoke an Italian nationalism which will render her more necessary to her Austrian ally. Besides this, there are all the domestic ills, the simmering unrest, the doubtful social future overshadowed by the fundamental contradiction between the Democratic constitution of the German Empire and the feudal character of the Prussian state.1 Moreover, the leaders of Germany's foreign policy have for ten years raised rash hopes in the German people, and yet steadily showed themselves incapable of coping with the complex problems confronting them. Meanwhile, the youthful optimism of the plutocratic German oligarchy, nourishing, like the American, colossal fancies, dreams of timprovis-ing, with the aid of a golden wand, a Titanic civilization superior to any that has preceded it. The Pan-German centaurs, in the spirit of the Valkyrie out-riders, are ready to plunge rough-shod, singing their mystic battle song of Commercial Imperialism, over the Gallo-Roman fields on which they gaze from the summits of the Vosges. Thence, traversing the Atlantic, they are braving the
1 See Uesprit Public en Allemagne, by Henri Moysset (Felix Alcan) and Les Embarras de I'Allemagne by Georges Blondel (Plon). A significant event occurred on January 30, 1913, in the debate in the Reichstag on the expropriation of Polish proprietors. That assembly passed a vote of censure on the Chancellor. He came forth, no doubt, constitutionally intact, because he depends not on the Reichstag, but on the Emperor, but the incident was a sign of the times. This is the first time the German Democracy has made use of its new liberty of voting, after an interpellation, on a Government measure, It will not be tae last.